
 
 

Call for Submissions 

Profits & Prophets 

Prophecies and Proficiencies 

 
To Be Decided* is currently accepting submissions for its fifth issue, Profits & 
Prophets. TBD* is a graduate student-run journal founded by the Social and 
Political Thought Program at Acadia University.  We welcome clear and 
original engagements with theory, as well as book reviews, interviews, 
contemporary or topical editorials, and creative work with theoretical 
import. 
 
For this issue of TBD* we are interested in practicing theory through 
encounters with the social, political, ethical, ideological and economic 
implications of Profits and Prophets. This issue intends to explore the layered 
relationship of profits and prophets through their prophecies and 
proficiencies. 
 
“I no longer believe that freedom and democracy are compatible.” - The 
Prophet Peter Thiel 
 
“Practical men, who believe themselves to be quiet exempt from any 
intellectual influence, are usually the slaves of some defunct economists” - 
The Prophet J.M. Keynes 
 
“What the bourgeoisie, therefore produces, above all, is its own grave-
diggers. Its fall and the victory of the proletariat are equally inevitable.” - The 
Prophet Karl Marx 
 
“The near future becomes unpredictable, if not indeed unimaginable outside 
the framework of science-fiction scenarios or messianic eschatologies.” -  The 
Prophets Déborah Danowski and Eduardo Viveiros de Castro 
 



“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves.” - Matthew 7:15 
 
Profits are the primary incentive of capitalism, which through globalization 
has achieved hegemonic status as the primary economic system of our world. 
Meanwhile, Prophets are those figures with privileged access to divine 
knowledge, being able to speak for deities or prophesize future events.  
 
While the profits of capital have been dramatically increased through 
neoliberalization, the prophets of capital have consistently failed to predict 
economic crises or to be accountable for increases in wealth inequality and 
unemployment. The prophets of capital might be characterized as those 
figureheads of megacorporations, or those trained in the arts of economics. 
 
Public prophets of capital are the popular billionaires who claim to have the 
answers to solve our political strife, such as Bill Gates, Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos 
and Peter Thiel. Public prophets rely on technology and glorified self 
“sacrifice” to achieve their goals such as donating their money and expertise 
or reproducing the neoliberal burnout culture. 
Cult of Capital; Divine Violence and Retribution; Opiates of the Masses; 
The Angelic Bureaucracy; The Disappearance of the Aura; Instrumental 
Rationality; The Religious Rejection of Capitalism...
 
How do we unpack the relationship between prophets and profits? What do 
the prophets of capital profit? How do they profit from their mistakes? What 
would the prophets of various world religions say about the economic profits 
of late capitalism? How should we approach false prophets and the profits 
they claim to have provided? These, and countless others, are some of the 
questions we are interested in unpacking. 
 
TBD* invites you to explore Profits & Prophets. We encourage you to 
experiment with topics including, but certainly not limited to, the following: 

● Capitalism and its mistakes 

● (Un)Employment 
● Politics of identity 

● Enchantment/
 Disenchantment 

● Neoliberalism 

● Biopolitics 

● Materialisms 

● Colonialism/postcolonialism
/decolonization 

● Freedom/Democracy 

● Feminist/Queer theory 

● Predictions/Prophecies 

● Religion/Capital/Violence 

● Politics of free markets 

● Politics of Myth/Mythologies 

● Social/Cultural Capital 
● Economies of... 
● To be decided..



Instructions for submission are appended below. Please direct all 
submissions to tbdgraduatejournal@gmail.com. Submissions are due by 
November 1st, 2019. Previous issues of TBD* can be found online at 
www.tbd-journal.com. 
 

We also invite graduate students to participate in TBD* as reviewers. 
Interested individuals should contact the editors. Please attach a brief cover 
letter that outlines your research interests and program. Those who submit 
articles are also welcome to review. 
 

To Be Decided* Managing Editors, 
 Jason Penney and Justin Currie 

 

Submission Guidelines 

  

Submissions should not exceed 5,000 words, excluding citations and 
references.  All essays must be submitted in Chicago 17th Edition 
formatting with full footnote citations (we recommend using Zotero for 
citation management).  Manuscripts should be double-spaced.  Because 
submissions are reviewed anonymously, names, e-mails and institutional 
affiliations should be removed from the submission document.  We ask that 
senior undergraduate students include a brief endorsement note from a 
faculty member. 
  

Submissions must contain two attachments: 
  

1.  Submission in one document in .odt, .doc or .docx format prepared for 
review. 
2.  A cover letter and Abstract with the author’s contact information (name, 
e-mail, and institutional affiliation), submission word count, and five key 
words outlining the themes of the paper. 
  

Book Review Guidelines 

  

Book reviews should be for works published within the last 24 months. 
Reviews should concisely recap the book, situate it in existing literature and 
suggest critique or further research.  Reviews should be no more than 1,500 
words.  Those interested in reviewing a book should contact the editors 
about their selection. 
 

 

 

 

Selection Process 

mailto:tbdgraduatejournal@gmail.com
mailto:tbdgraduatejournal@gmail.com


 

We strive to avoid lengthy review processes and work hard to return 
constructive feedback to every submitter whose work we consider for 
publication.  Our primary aims are to help graduate students and young 
researchers to obtain valuable feedback on their projects, experience the 
review process and ultimately publish their work.  All considered works are 
reviewed through a double-blind process by two independent referees 
before being returned to the author.  Accepted submissions can expect 
publication in Spring 2020. 
 


