
 
 

 

Call for Submissions 

MONSTERS AND BEASTS 
Second issue, two heads. 

 

To Be Decided* is currently accepting submissions for its second issue.  TBD* is a graduate student-

run journal founded by the Social and Political Thought Program at Acadia University.  We welcome 

clear and original engagements with theory, as well as book reviews, interviews, contemporary or 

topical editorials, and creative work with theoretical import. 

 

The monster and the beast are often opposed to the human.  The beast appears before us; the 

monster beyond.  Both elicit wonder, create the normal, are repressed and recur, then escape 

control.  If they share a common feature, it is the double.  Yet these dueling dualisms are no more 

natural than the beast or the monster: they are a product with social, political, affective, aesthetic, 

and ethical implications. 

  

Political philosophy is haunted by animalitas: we are either the rational or political animal.  Are we 

merely Plato’s two-legged featherless animals?  Hobbes proposes that a sea monster, the Leviathan, 

govern the beastly man.  Derrida suggests the beast is feminine, the sovereign masculine. To be in 

the belly of the beast means to be in jail.  Perhaps we live in a human zoo.  Or maybe we’re barking 

up the wrong tree? 

 

Monster and beast are sexed and gendered.  Being a beast in sport demands hypermasculinity.  Zeus 

transformed into a bull to seduce his human lovers.  A beast with two backs conjoins us in the carnal 

act.  The mother bears the monstrous reproduction marked by the multiplicity of limbs, deformities 

and the grotesque.  Essentialized categories, as Grosz intimates, become unrecognizable.   Medusa’s 

gaze turns all to stone yet we still look upon her radiance.  And what are beasts without beauty? 

 

Can we tame or slay the capitalist behemoth?  The mark of the beast is associated with evil and 

currency.  Cookie Monster hints at uncontrollable consumption.  The green-eyed monster of 

jealousy surveils our neighbors.  Addicts chase their dragons while being demonized.  The beast of 

burden is broken, domesticated and submitted to labour.  If, as Hardt and Negri contend, we are in 

an immaterial era, have we sacrificed the self?  

 

Just as the monster once marked the edge of our maps, it is now the limit of imagination.  The Flying 

Spaghetti Monster tests the extremes of acceptability.  For Haraway, the hybridity of the cyborg is its 



perceived monstrosity.  In the laboratory we gaze upon life differently; we splice genes, produce 

mutations and culture cells.  Dr. Frankenstein becomes synonymous with his creation.  Deleuze 

suggests that human as species is self-altering.  The beast and monster are the subject and result of 

experimentation; we might be too. 

 

While monsters and beasts are many things, we are also interested in the things they do. How do 

monster, beast and human relate to each other?  How does the concept of the ‘other’ propagate 

gender and relegate the animal?  Do monster and beast open spaces for the liminal, in-between or 

hybrid?  How do our repressions set us free?  What is the role of scientific thought in creating 

binaries and colonizing knowledge?  How does the insecurity of monster and beast secure the 

horizon of risk?  Must we only think monster and beast negatively? How can we theorize them 

affirmatively? 

 

Are you afraid of the dark? 
  

In the spirit of monsters and beasts, we encourage you to go wild with topics including, but certainly 

not limited to, the following: 

 

 Feminism, gender and queer theory 

 Capitalism and its discontents 

 Affect theory 

 Sexuality, desire and taboo 

 Science and technologies 

 Literary criticism and media studies 

 Normativity and conformity 

 Aesthetics and cultural studies 

 Epistemology and ontology 

 Risk and (in)security 

 (Post-/anti-/de-)colonial theory 

 Hybridity and liminality 

 (Post-/anti-)humanism 

 Animal politics 

 Virtuality and the real 

 Psychoanalysis 

 The biological and zoological 

 Embodiment

 

Instructions for submissions are appended below. Please direct all submissions to 

tbdgraduatejournal@gmail.com. Submissions are due by Friday, June 17, 2016.  

 

We also invite graduate students to participate in the TBD* as reviewers. Interested individuals 

should contact the editors. Please attach a brief cover letter that outlines your research interests 

and program. Those who submit articles are also encouraged to review. 

 

To Be Decided* Managing Editors, 

Lauren Hooper and Robert Pantalone 

 



‘Zoo Rules’ 
Submission Guidelines 

 

Submissions should not exceed 5,000 words, excluding citations and references.  All essays must 

be submitted in Chicago 16th Edition formatting with footnote citations (we recommend using 

Zotero for citation management).  Manuscripts should be double-spaced.  Because submissions 

are reviewed anonymously, names, e-mails and institutional affiliations should be removed from 

the submission document.  We ask that senior undergraduate students include a brief 

endorsement note from a faculty member in order to be considered. 

 

Submissions must contain two attachments: 

 

1.  Abstract and submission in one document in .doc or .docx format prepared for review. 

2.  A cover letter with the author’s contact information (name, e-mail, and institutional affiliation) 

submission word count, and five key words outlining the themes of the paper. 

 

Book Review Guidelines 

 

Book reviews should be for works published within the last 18 months.  Reviews should concisely 

recap the book, situate it in existing literature and suggest critique or further research.  Reviews 

should be no more than 1,000 words.  Those interested in reviewing a book should contact the 

editors about their selection. 

 

Selection Process 

 

We strive to avoid lengthy review processes and work hard to return constructive feedback to every 

submitter whose work we consider for publication.  One of our primary aims is to help graduate 

students and young researchers to obtain valuable feedback on their projects, experience the 

review process and ultimately publish their work.  All considered works will go through a double-

blind peer review process by two independent referees before being returned to the author.  

Accepted submissions can expect publication in Fall 2016. 

 


