
 
 

 

Call for Submissions 

RIOT 
An undisciplined start for a multidisciplinary journal 

 

To Be Decided* is currently accepting submissions for its first issue. TBD* is a graduate 

student-run journal founded by the Social and Political Thought Program at Acadia 

University. We welcome cultural, political, and social theory papers across the disciplines 

with special attention to papers in the following areas: feminist philosophy, media 

studies, aesthetics and affect, postcolonial studies, critical theory, and 19th and 20th 

century continental philosophy. We will also consider publishing book reviews, 

interviews, contemporary or topical issues, and any creative work with theoretical import. 

Our first issue is focused on the theme “Riot”. 

 

What is riot? It goes beyond the mere eruption of an event. Riot is a grammatically and 

etymologically complex concept. We are interested in its social, political, ethical and 

aesthetic implications.  

 

Is riot disruption? It is often destructive; in the street it focusses on property. It has a 

spatial aspect in reoccupation of the public terrain. The anarchist movement intertwines 

with riot as method. The term contains aesthetic connotations characterizing a brilliant 

and beautiful display. Riot is also an affective concept and indicates passion, an unbridled 

outbreak, and a burst of emotion.  

 

Is riot interruption? Its etymology roots to the Old French “riote” – debate. Riot has 

origins in argument, quarrel, and therefore is a communicative or discursive tool. Martin 

Luther King Jr. called riot “the language of the unheard.” Riot exists in the subaltern and 

confronts the normative with the untranslatable. 

 

Is riot perversion? To riot is to indulge in revelry, wanton abandon and pursue 

unrestrained satisfaction. It is the ostentatious spending of money and sometimes a 

euphemism for sexual intercourse. The third-wave feminist movement Riot Grrrl seized 

this tension between normativity and taboo. Riot has an unexpected lexicon of humour 

and merriment: in the 20th century a riot connoted an undeniable success in the theatre. 

The house was brought down with laughter not violence.  



So, what is riot? 
 

In the spirit of riot, submissions may address topics including, but certainly not limited 

to, the following: 

 

 Resistance, revolt, revolution  

 Neoliberalism, economic inequality and property 

 Art and aesthetics 

 Contemporary activism 

 The relationship between action and theory: praxis 

 The public/private distinction 

 Criminality and narrativity 

 Security and insecurity 

 Spatial politics and anarchism 

 Normativity and conformity 

 Taboo, pleasure and sexuality 

 

We also invite graduate students to participate in the TBD* as article reviewers. 

Interested individuals should contact the editors at tbdgraduatejournal@gmail.com. 

Please attach a brief cover letter outlining your research interests, program and 

biographical information. Those who submit articles are also welcome to participate as 

reviewers. 

 

To Be Decided* Managing Editors, 

Lauren Hooper and Robert Pantalone 

 

Submission Guidelines: 

 Please send all submissions to tbdgraduatejournal@gmail.com  

 Submissions must be received by Friday, November 20th  

 Submissions must contain two attachments: 

1.  Abstract and submission in one document (doc. format) prepared for anonymous 

review. 

2.  A cover letter with the author’s contact information (name, e-mail, and institutional 

affiliation) submission word count, and at least five key words outlining the themes of 

the paper. 



Submission Format: 

 Submissions should not exceed 5,000 words excluding citations and references. 

We will accept a maximum of two submissions per author. 

 Submissions should be accompanied by an abstract between 100-500 words. 

 Because submissions are reviewed anonymously, names, e-mails, and institutional 

affiliations should be stated on a separate cover sheet and omitted from the 

submission itself (including footnotes, headers, etc.). 

 All essays must be submitted in Chicago/Turabian (16th Ed). Manuscripts should 

be double-spaced.   

 Books reviewed should be for works published within the last 18 months. 

Reviews should be no more than 1,500 words. 

 We ask that senior undergraduate students include a brief endorsement note from 

a faculty member in order to be considered, preferably their honours advisor or 

the professor for whom their submission has been written. 

 

Selection Process 

 

 We strive to avoid lengthy review processes and work hard to return constructive 

feedback to every submitter whose work we are considering for publication. One 

of our primary aims is to help MA students, Ph.D. candidates and young 

researchers obtain valuable feedback on their projects, experience the review 

process and ultimately publish their work. 

 All considered works will go through a double-blind peer review process by two 

independent referees before being returned to the author for corrections. 

 Accepted submissions can expect online and print publication in Winter 2016. 


